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ABSTRACT

Mitko Novkov’s latest book The Eaten Apple (2019) is an “upgraded” version of his first
book by the same title — The Eaten Apple. 101 Governor Stories (1999). Twenty years since
the release of the “original” containing 101 koans (the koan is a genre of Japanese Zen
Buddhist literature full of paradoxes, absurdities and grotesques), whose main characters are
the Governor and his Entourage, the book has been enriched with many additional elements.
The main one among them is the introduction of three commentators who offer their take on
the actions and the words of the Governor: Meng Tzu, who is always on his side; Gunyan,
who is his fierce opponent and critic, and Su Yi, who tries to find the Middle Ground between
the two uncompromising teachers. Along with these comments, many different stories of all
kinds are included in the book, the genre-distinct parts occupying as long as a page and a half
each: there are legends, horror stories, mysteries, dialogues, fabliaux, fairy tales, defense and
accusatory speeches, essays and ballads. In such a way, The Eaten Apple has become both a
fun and engaging read, which, under the guise of humour and irony, says important things
about our time, about power and obedience, about freedom and giving it up. In fact, if the
book were to be defined in a nutshell, it may be said to be a book about freedom — about how
important it is for each person and how easily one is willing to give it up...
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Haii-noBara kuura Ha Mutko HoBkos ,,U3saenara s0baka™ (2019) e ,,prpreitiHar’ BapuanT
Ha Hall-I'bpBaTa My KHHIa CbC CBIIOTO 3ariaBue — ,,M3snenara s0bpnka. 101 Yopasuten’ cku
ucropun‘‘ (1999). JIgaiiceT rogunHu cuep ,,00pazena®, ceabpkam 101 koana (KOaHBT € KaHp
OT SITOHCKATa J3eH-OYIUCTKA TUTEepaTypa, N300MIICTBAILl C MTAPaJOKCH, a0CYpAH U TPOTECKH),
YUUTO [JIaBHU repou ca Ymupasuren st u [lpubmkenute, kHurara e oborareHa ¢ MHOXKECTBO
JOIBIHUTENHU eneMeHTH. OCHOBHU Cpell TSIX ca BBBEKIAHETO HA TPUMa KOMEHTaTOpH Ha
JEUCTBUATA U TyMUTE Ha YrpaButen si: MeH [[3b, KOWTO € BUHArM Ha HeroBa crpana; ['yHsH,
KOHTO € HEroB pOCTEH NPOTUBHUK U KpUTuK; U Cy U, koiiTo ce onutBa na otkpuBa CpeaHust
BT MEXIY JABamMara HENPUMUPHUMH Y4YUTeld. 3aeHO C Te3W KOMEHTapu B KHHrara ca
BKapaHM Ol¢ MHOTO Pa3jIMYHH UCTOPUU OT BCSAKAKBO €CTECTBO, KAHPOBHUTE 00OOCOOSBAHMS
3aeMar IsUla CTpaHUIAa U MOJIOBMHA: MMa CPEeJ TSX JIETeH/U, XOPbPHU, MUCTEPUH, TUAIO3H,
¢$abnno, MpUKa3KH, 3aUUTHA M OOBHHMUTENHU peuH, ecera W Oanamu... Ilo To3u HaumH
,3dnenara s0bIKa™ ce e mpeBbpHaIa €THOBPEMEHHO B 320aBHO M YBJIMYAIIO YETHBO, KOETO
3aJl MacKkaTa Ha XyMOpa M Ha UPOHHMATA Ka3Ba BaKHM HEIlla 32 HAIIETO ChbBPEMUE, 3a BJIACTTA
Y 3a IOJYMHEHHUETO, 32 CBOOOIaTa M 3a OTKa3a OT Hed. BeblHOCT, ako TpsiOBa BKpaTIe Ja ce
OTIpeJieN KHUTaTa, TOBA € KHHTa 3a CB00O0IaTa — KOJIKO Ba)KHA € TS 32 BCEKH €IUH YOBEK U B
CBHILIOTO BpeMe KOJIKO JIECHO YOBEKBT € CKJIOHEH Jla C€ OTKaXKe OT Hel...
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